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SPEECH

MR, WOLFENSOHN: | thought I mght just speak
before you all | eave the room so we're barring the doors so
that you have to listen to nme for three m nutes.

But et me say first of all--by the way, I'mJim
Wl f ensohn, and | work here.

[ Laught er and appl ause. ]

MR. WOLFENSOHN: The first thing I want to say is
that I'mreally delighted that this conference is taking
place at all, and I"'mparticularly delighted that it's being
hel d here at the Bank. |'ve seen the list of all the people
that are here, and collectively you have a huge anount of
devel opnent experience, and | amvery grateful that you're
here, that we've been able to do this with UNDP, USAID, the
Nat i onal Renewabl e Energy Laboratory and W nrock
International, and | want to express ny thanks to them as |
do to all the speakers.

|'ve been given, as you m ght expect, copious
notes on the speech that |I'msure you don't want ne to
deliver for 45 m nutes.

[ Laught er.]

MR WOLFENSOHN: So I'll cut it down to 30.
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[ Laught er. ]

MR. WOLFENSOHN: But | et ne speak, rather than
fromthe notes, fromny heart about this. | saw on the
weekend the putting up of the village outside for renewabl e
energy, for solar photovoltaic, power for wind, and | was
rem nded of many villages that |'ve been in around the
wor|l d, where |'ve seen clean energy at work. And you w ||
see outside sone applications of clean energy.

| was asked why they didn't construct a whole
village. One of the reasons was cost. The other was tine.
And so if you wal k around the house, you'll see everything
done on different sides of the house, and | want to
congratul ate the people who put it together, because it
seens to nme to reflect in many ways the work that all of you
know about and that we are engaged in.

For me the fundanental issue, which | guess it is
for all of you, is that we've got two billion people in the
world that don't have any power, that don't have any |ight,
that don't have sources of energy for either irrigation, or
for medical purposes, or for light, or for comrunications,
and we're beginning really a revolution in terns of the

technology and its cost and its applicability. And it's
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very clear that your objective of getting to 30 countries
and 300 mllion people by the year 2010 is achi evabl e, and
surely we at the Bank are very anxious to be part of that.
But it's going to be sonething, which, along with
all of the things that we're doing today, needs to be
included in a broader agenda for devel opnent, an agenda

which really scares ne because of the size. W have today,

as | guess you know, 6 billion people on the planet. W
have 4.8 billion of themliving in devel oping countries.
And in the next 25 years, we'll add another 2 billion people

to the planet, of whom nore than--just about all but 50

mllion wll go to devel oping countries, so near as--in
anot her 25 years we'll have 6.8 billion people out of a
pl anet of 8 billion, living in worlds of devel opnent. So
that our chall enge and our focus today of 2 billion is a

target that will keep increasing.

And what we have to do is to find ways in which we
can not only get nodel villages and nodel exanples of how
you can use renewabl e energy, but how you can scale it up
and do it quickly and effectively and econom cal ly.

And it's very clear to nme that this is a task way

beyond the Wrld Bank. It's a task in which we really need
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to join all of us together, first the countries, and nake
sure that they understand the need and the inportance of
this type of energy source for its economc, and for its
environnental and for its social purposes.

But it goes beyond that, because we need everyone
that is here, people fromother nultil ateral agencies, from
bil ateral agencies, to join together in prograns where we
don't have our flags all over everything, but where we in
fact conme together in programmatic support of prograns that
are manifestly desirable, and where there's not going to be
alittle plague everywhere saying, "This was put up by the
Worl d Bank"™ or sonebody, but which in fact is really part of
a nmuch broader and nore anonynous program

The second thing is, once we all get together, is
that it's very clear that we need two other actors to work
with us and wth the governnents, and we have
representatives here, of course, fromcivil society inits
various forns, because the training, the education, the
di stribution, the servicing, even the convincing, has to be
done very often by colleagues in the civil society.

Nongover nnent al organi zations already play a very major role
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in ternms of renewabl e energy, and it has to be a partnership
role.

And finally, it's the private sector. W need
extensi ve private sector support, not only in the
devel opment of inplenments that are going to be used at the
right cost, and that in itself is a highly significant
thing, but also in the servicing, in terns of the
distribution, in terns of making sure that the whole system
wor ks.

Frankly, it needs all of us. And so the notion
that you should neet again every couple of years to review
this is sonething that certainly we at the Bank
whol eheartedly support. And we're very happy either to host
it, or be hosted, to participate, to lead, to follow, to do
what ever is necessary to be a good nenber of this famly,
because for us, this call to action, which there is
basically in this neeting, is really very, very inportant.

| have a bunch of coll eagues here who are really
commtted, as you can see, to the whole question of
renewabl e energy. It neans a lot for us. [It's sonething
that we propose to highlight in our country assistance

strategies, in trying to sell governnents on the inportance
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of renewabl e energy, in trying to see how we can |ink up
net wor ks, how we can gai n experience, and how, essentially,
we can work on this within the context, not just of
renewabl e energy, but of advancing technol ogy generally.

We happen to believe that in terns of information
technol ogy and the use of conmmunications technol ogy, that
there are a couple of elenments that can be hel ped by this.
Qobvi ously, you need an energy source to access the
comuni cations revolution, and |I've seen it in various
countries powered by wi nd and powered by solar, satellites,
and even powered by wi nd-up radios, as | guess all of us
have seen. But the inpact of this is that it opens up a
whol e range of possibilities in terns of information and
know edge that can allow us to link this community together
to better use the technol ogy which has been devel oped, and
also to, inits own way, encourage people to use this form
of technol ogy, and to give the servicing assistance and to
give the support that people need in terns of information
and know edge.

So we are at the beginning of a revolution. Wat
is inmportant to ne is not that we have a village here and a

vill age there, and an exanple here and an exanpl e there.
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What you're seeing outside is not what we nean. W can, al
of us, put up a Potenkin village with [ights and with water
bei ng taken out of the ground, and with freezing for nedical
purposes and all the things that you can do. Wat | think
we need to be commtted to is scaling up on an econom c
basis the use of renewable energy, and we need to drive the
price down, and work together to try to see how we can
spread it out, because 2 billion people today will be 4
billion people tonorrow, and we're really got to get on with
it totry and see how we can not only neet the current
chal | enge, but stay ahead of the curve.

And | sinmply want to say to you that we know t hat
we can only do it partnership. W know we've got a lot to
| earn. We have sone experience which we are prepared to
contribute. But we very nuch | ook forward to the
partnership with all of you.

So thank you for being here. As you can see, ny
col | eagues have such confidence in ne, that they've put ne
on 6:30 at night in the hope that I won't enbarrass them

[ Laught er. ]

MR WOLFENSOHN: And so | appreciate very much that

you stayed. Normally they bring nme in and there's an enpty
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hall, so | appreciate it--1 appreciate very nmuch that you're
here, and | hope you'll enjoy seeing the one-house vill age

outside with the booths that | think are there. And | hope
you enjoy the rest of your conference. Thank you very mnuch.

[ Appl ause. ]

[ End of speech.]
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